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It was not till September 15 that the two documents
had been agreed to in their final form. At 3 p.m. on
the afternoon of that day Lord Dufferin again visited
YildLz hoping to conclude his negotiations and to
sign the documents. The Sultan was still hesitant;
for eleven long hours did Lord Dufferin remain at
the palace while the Sultan kept on interrupting their
discussion in order to consult his astrologer. The
latter, who was suspected of being in Arabics pay,
urged his master not to sign the Proclamation. At
2 a.m. Lord Dufferin refused to wait any longer and
returned to Therapia. He was met on arrival by a
secretary who handed him a telegram. That telegram
announced that at dawn that day Sir Garnet Wolseley
had completely defeated Arabi at Tel-el-Kebir.

On the following morning the Sultan's ministers
appeared at the Embassy to inform Lord Dufferin
that His Majesty had at last decided to sign the docu-
ments. Lord Dufferin informed them that it was now
too late. 'Your hesitation of yesterday/ he said,
* has made my reputation as a diplomatist, but ruined
it as an honest man/

There are many historians who contend to this day
that the British Government always meant to intervene
single-handed in Egypt and that with consummate
skill they managed to play upon the hesitations of
France, the Concert of Europe and Abdul Hamid until
a decision had been obtained at Tel-el-Kebir. Such
critics argue that the two documents, the Proclamation
and the Convention, were so drafted and conceived
as to spin out the negotiations until Sir Garnet
Wolseley was ready to impose a decision by force.
And they assert that during those weeks of August